REMARKABLE

Clockwise from upper left: the master bathroom features a marble
sink top from Morningstar Marble & Granite and a massive custom
mirror by Jameson Gallery & Frame in Portland; from the master
bed, there are views of the summer sunrise, while the other end

of the room offers peaks at the setting sun; the Dietz’s custom
Kennebec Company kitchen is crafted from rugged quarter-sawn
oak and features Vermont Soapstone countertops; mixing antiques
in among more contemporary pieces gives the Diamond Cove
home an air of regality; Bonnie Dietz creatively designed this small
seat against a built-in cabinet in order to create more headroom for
the cellar staircase that winds beneath it.
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says Goduti. He

favorites that you don’t always find in homes today,’

points out the beadboard pantry, Vermont Soapstone counters in the
Kennebec Company designed kitchen, and split Dutch door at the front
entry from A.E. Sampson & Son.

The exterior details include deep overhangs, oversized window

boxes, and subtle wave patterns in the shingles. A stunning, thirty-foot
porch dominates the home’s ocean-facing side, offering views across the
water to Falmouth.
Since construction was completed in July 2001, the island

has been the Dietzes year-round residence. It is a quiet life. Seasonally,
Jonathan commutes to work on his lobster boat, which is moored just
outside the bedroom window. “You have to think a bit more and keep
organized,” says Bonnie of island life. “It takes a bit more planning,
but it’s worth it.” She pauses for a moment, and the air fills with the
gentlessounds of leaves rustling and waves lapping the shore below.

Beyond Diamond Cove, a full six miles out to sea (about a forty-

mile wide and three miles long. It is a place where time has seemingl
stood still. While Peaks has danced with the idea of secession over the
years, Long Island won its independence from the City of Portland in
1993, making it Maine’s first new town in near rears. The

and

e has allowed Long Islanders to control their destiny:

independer
their own taxes.

The island is home to just 250 year-round residents, but the tide of
summer folk swells the population to more than 1,000. Day-trippers
are drawn to South Beach, where the extremely

shuffle your feet. While the island is a popular jaunt for tourists, Peter

fine sand “sings” as you
Thornton, an associate at Legacy Properties Sotheby’s International
Realty, points out that Long Island’s rugged though peaceful character
is derived from the many hard-working island families who continue to
this day to make their living from the sea.

Thornton has spent the past sixty-two summers of his life on Long




Diamond Cove (clockwise from opposite, top): Though it
was retired from active service in 1945, the remains of the
U.S. Army’s Fort McKinley still haunt Great Diamond Island;
the menu at the Great Diamond Island General Store offers,
among many other things, “idle conversation”; since there
are only golf carts on Diamond Cove, the long oval road
around the old Fort McKinley parade grounds makes a
perfect bike trek for a little one; the parade grounds.




REMARKABLE

This Long Island summer home, with all of its glowing
beadboard charm, was built in the late 1800s. Peter Thornton,
who has been summering on Long his whole life and lives across
the way, says it is the innate charm of these old island homes
that keeps drawing families back year after year.




The air cools and a breeze washes over the
ferry passengers—many close their eyes as
though the salt wind is a salve for the soul.

years in the business, Thornton has made island properties his specialty.

Island. “Since I was 3 years old,” reflects the Portland native. His family
home on the island, built in the late 1800s, has been passed down
through several generations. “I grew up playing here in the summer,” he
says, “and now my grandchildren do.” The Thornton family home sits on
the desirable west end of the island where the high crest of land meets the
exceptional summer sun.

The community values, says Thornton, are particularly strong on Long
Island. “We just raised $850,000 to build a new library out here,” he
marvels. The “small town” quality has heightened Thornton’s attention to
detail in his real-estate practices: “You work hard not to make a mistake,”

he jokes, “because you run into everyone on the ferry!” Over his thirty

No matter whether it is on Peaks Island, Diamond Cove, or Long Island,
one certainty is that they are not making any more land in Maine, which
has made the islands of Casco Bay particularly precious to the families who
live on them. The homes are never sold willy-nilly, and many are handed
down from generation to generation.

Island life seems to unfold in a suspension of time. The constantly
lapping waves seem to buoy the islands up. The sea birds skim the water
and remind us of life’s precious balance. The sun feels, if not stronger, just

a little bit brighter. And yes, the salt wind is a salve for the soul.

web-exclusive content at
mainehomedesign.com
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If whole or part of this article is reproduced online, we ask that

a link back to MaineHOME+DESIGN be placed. Thank you.






